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Report of the Field visit of NAFSO/ Praja Abhilasha Network / Rights Now/ 

PCHR team at Northern Province of Sri Lanka. 

 

When you read the field visit report of the resettlement of the Internally Displaced People[IDPs] you all 

will realize the reality of the so called resettlement scheme of the country. Uduppitty, Moor Street, 

Mullikulam, displaced camps as well as so called Thiru Murugandi, and Sinnaveli resettled camps are the 

places where we visited in this field work.  

 

"It is well planned revenge against us." This is some of the complains we heard from various community 

members in the northern province and which is an unfortunate situation. It is justifiable criticism of the 

northern province IDPs when the government is  not take care of those people, their needs and fulfill their 

reasonable aspirations  with due respect and care.  

Some of the people in those camps said, "Government act deliberately forgetting there is a remaining 

group of IDP like us to resettle in the country."  

 

The government very firmly says that there the most of IDPs have been resettled and there is only very 

small number of people are remaining to resettle in the north. The general public in the south of Sri Lanka 

also trust highly those media reports without any doubts. There is a big question mark about the free 

media as well though this is not the time to discuss it. 

 

The brutal war which ended up more than 3 years ago. The GOSL military forces defeated LTTE through 

arms and GOSL very proudly says, there is Peace prevailing in the country. But, there is a question mark 

about this peace as whether this is a sustainable peace or not. As almost all the politicians say, is the 

development is the only challenge in front of the country? There are number of challenges in front of us. 

There are so many errors, mistakes on the resettlement process of the IDPs., accountability of the war, 

building up ethnic harmony and reconciliation, building sustainable peace and also infra structure 

development are some of the challenges ahead of us. 

 

The brutal war caused to serious damage to the uncompromised, undeniable rights of people's security, 

human dignity, freedom, and independence. This was a structural collapse and break down of values in 

our society. As it see, the conflict has been solved now. But, the root cause of the conflict is still remains. 

Have we addressed any of the root causes? There is no any trust for success of the activities for find 

solutions to the conflict unless we take measures to address the root causes.  

 

We were observed numerous complex areas of the resettlement of the IDPs. Though we report the ethnic 

minorities in the country, the Tamils and Muslims are the majority in the North and East of the country. 

During the war, those people were the worst hit and directly affected due to war. Even LLRC report 

mentioned, that when a bomb blast in a bus in the south, there were rain of shells on the heads of the 

people who were lived in the N/E villages. So, those people vacated their own lands searching for their 

safety. Protect their children from shells, bombs, attacks from both the sides. How can we justify the 

situation of the people when they are living in the IDP camps up to today?   

 



In this context, some of the people are living in temporary welfare camps more than 20 years by now. 

They do not have any land to settle today. But, the same people had some land for their living as well as 

agriculture for their livelihood. Some of the families have extended more than one family during this 

period. Even though, they were given their previous land, this is not adequate as number of families have 

been increased. At the same time, the land which were belong to those people have been captured by 

powerful people. Otherwise, their lands become ruined and abandoned lands. However, we were able to 

study the impact of Palali high security zone on lives of IDPs in the temporary camps in the northern 

province. We admit there should be measures for national security. But, even without giving any 

alternative, keeping the people in the welfare camps is unjust and unethical situation. There is a big 

ethical question in front of the Sri Lankan society today.  It is debatable, how ethical that the grabbing the 

freedom of people, pressurizing the free will of people to live in a place where they are willing to live.? 

There were several difficulties observed in the IDP camps. Difficulties to provide food for the people, 

lack of water facilities, poor security facilities, break down of children's education, poor health and 

hygienic facilities, issues of housing and land, the poor conditions of the existing houses, as well as the 

environment of the camps for physical and mental health of the affected communities. Some of the people 

are living under tents. They are cooking under the trees. The Mullikulam people are one of an example of 

such community in our country. 

Is it the meaning of real resettlement that the dropping of the people in their original village? No. 

However, Thiru Murugandi is one clear example of it.  Some of the families among hundreds were taken 

to their original village and call it resettlement scheme. The area is covered with forests and people's 

properties become ruins. Is it the real resettlement, without providing any house, also lack of any infra 

structure for basic requirements, no education, no hygiene facilities and dropping people in a jungle.? 

IDPs were taken to a land, where there is land with only the boundaries and it is in the jungle, can we say 

it is resettlement? 

However, we as a nation can go forward if we can voice out for the grievances of the other people who 

are affected, if we are committed to the issues of the poor and needy. However, it is not happening today. 

It is a fact that our society is not caring others grievances. Our society is polarized seriously. In such 

situation, how do we expect that our country will move forward with strong base of humanity?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sampoor: A People’s Experience of ‘falling from a haven to hell’ 



In 2012, members of the National Fisheries Solidarity (NAFSO) /Praja Abhilasha Network(PA) 

/PCHR/ Rights Now Sri Lanka visited the displaced communities of Sampoor, in the Mutur 

Divisional Secretariat of Trincomalee District in the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. This report is 

a result of that visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sampoor is a traditional Tamil village  that abounds in diverse natural resources, and those 

who live there consider their village to be blessed by nature. In fact, the colloquial meaning of 

Sampur is ‘perfect living habitat, with all of the basic things for a good life’. The traditional 

livelihoods of the people of Sampoor have been fishing and agriculture. They provided grain, 

pulses, fish, milk and firewood to neighbouring communities and to the national markets. 

According to the Government Census of 2008, 1940 families lived in Sampoor, comprising 

7,494 individuals. All the residents are Tamil; some of them are Hindu, others belong to the 

Catholic faith. The villagers of Sampoor have faced displacement several times because of the 

ethnic conflict; their final displacement was in 2006. Since then, 5000 acres of land was declared 

to be a High Security Zone (HSZ) and their return to their homes was prevented. Some families 

from Sampoor whose homes and property are within the area designated as an HSZ have 

continued to live in temporary and transit shelters, primarily in Kiliveddy and Kattaiparichchan, 

in close proximity to their original homes, for over 5 years. There are plans to build a coal power 

plant with collaboration from the government of India, and also some factories in the Sampour 

area which also falls into the Special Economic Zone designated by the local government 

authorities in Trincomalee.  

Sampoor In the context of the conflict 



Being a Tamil village located within the conflict zones of the protracted war between the 

government’s security forces and the armed fighters of the LTTE, Sampoor has been caught uip 

in the conflict and its people have suffered the inevitable consequences for almost 20 years.  The 

area has experienced mass arrests, invasion and capture of entire village communities, and also 

the burning  of homes and property. From August 27 to September 4, 2006, there was intense 

military activity around Sampoor. Yet, in spite of prevalent ethnic animosity, civil riots and 

military offensives, Sampoor  remained intact as a village community and the  inhabitants there 

occupied themselves in the production of food resources and providing skilled labour to 

neighbouring areas, while the conflict was going on. .   

In 1987, for the first time the  government expressed an interest in the area, with a proposal to  

establish a military base in Sampoor.  However, the idea was shelved due to the Indo-Sri Lankan 

Peace accord which led to a brief period of peace during which the  military forces had to vacate 

the area.   

Following the outbreak of fresh hostilities in 1990, the ‘Eelam War’, it became evident that the 

power of the area shifted  to the LTTE from  the GOSL. The final   military camp in the area was 

closed in 1966, after the conclusion of the Jaya Sikurul military operation. It is therefore fair and 

true to summarize here that when the government’s military forces phased out of the Sampoor 

area, the LTTE  re-established its power in the area until their ultimate defeat by the vigorous 

war of 2006 when the LTTE was phased out from the area with little or least damage to the Govt. 

military forces. 

Cease Fire Agreement, Mavilaru attacks and Sampoor People: 

In 2002, when the GOSL and LTTE signed the Cease Fire Agreement (CFA), the situation 

throughout the north and east changed drastically. In the previous years, the LTTE had 

established their Police Headquarters and the Political Secretariat of the Trincomalee District in 

the Sampoor area. During this period Sampoor had become known among certain local and 

international circles. Government politicians and members of foreign diplomatic missions had 

been visiting the area with regular frequency.  

The first air offensive in the area was triggered by a suicide bomber’s attack on the army 

Commander General Sarath Fonseka in Colombo. In response, the LTTE attacked the Navy at 

Veththilakerney and Sinhala civilians at Kebithigollawa; further air raids by GOSL forces 

targeted Sampoor again. In 2006, Govt. military forces captured the area, and the displacement 

of the Sampoor people began to occur more steadily and forcefully.   

Repeated air attacks by government forces compelled the villagers to flee the area, leaving their 

homes and possessions behind.  They believed that, as the CFA was still in effect, military 

operations would soon cease and they would be able to return to their original habitat without 

hindrance or obstacle. These hopes were shattered. All the belongings they had accumulated 

from their ancestral families or acquired from their hard-earned family income - homes, livestock 

farms and farming and fishing implements - had to be permanently abandoned; even their public 



facilities such as hospitals and schools fell within the military controlled territory. As a result, the 

people of Sampoor became utterly helpless, lacking the basic necessities including shelter, 

clothing, food, and or any means for survival, irrespective of what they had earned or gained 

before.     

In September 2006, a group of media personnel were brought by the army to visit the area. A 

media journalist in one newspaper of 10 September 2006: “The only damage in the area is from 

search operations after capture of the area, but of least damage to houses, schools, hospital and 

civil properties.” Our visit made it clear to us that were irresponsible claims. The fact remains 

that not only the homes, livestock and farmland of the village community, but even government 

buildings including the public hospital of Sampoor was demolished during this time. The skeletal 

structures of these buildings stand to this day, still and hollow, silent witness to the wipe-out 

offensive !  

Coal Power Plant, High Security Zone, Special Economic Zone and the 

Sampoor People 

After the government forces captured the Sampoor area, plans were announced for a Coal Power 

Plant to be built there with support from the Govt. of India. Within a few weeks of this Gazette 

Notice, the Government declared the Sampoor area a High Security Zone, thereby prohibiting 

even former residents from entering the restricted territory. Soon thereafter the government 

secured Cabinet approval to allocate and nominate the surrounding region as a Special Economic 

Zone. These hasty enactments led the inhabitants of Sampoor to rightly conclude that the 

community would be stripped of hereditary claims to their land in spite of their ancestral 

ownership to property and belongings. 

In August 2009 (just 3 months after conclusion of the final offensive) certain local newspapers 

reported that 5000 acres of land have been allocated for a coal power plant. What the media 

failed to disclose was that more than 500 houses had to be destroyed for this purpose without any 

prior notification or consent from their rightful owners who at the time were major food 

producers in the area. This is a clear violation of property rights !   



 

The gravity and illegality of such unethical conduct is one more example of the undemocratic 

manner in which land, which rightfully belongs to a poor community of farmers and fishers, is 

illegally transferred and allocated to a third-party as a government-sponsored enterprise.  The 

government allocated the area for building the coal power plant to Indian authorities under the 

false pretext that there is no public claim to the land. No formalities had been followed when the 

government acquired the land of the Sampoor people. There was no cost benefit analysis of the 

project, no assessment of its impact on the well being of the villagers in Sampoora and 

surrounding areas people and no assessment of the environmental impact. No effort was made to 

invite and conduct public discussion, or share and disseminate information regarding the land 

acquition and proposed development of the area with communities that would be most affected 

by these changes.  

There is a general understanding among people that there is no credible, valid reason to violate 

existing land laws and regulations; they believe that even if there is a proposal to implement a 

national development program for the greater benefit and welfare of the country, this should not 

be done  without attempts being first made to inform the public of such plans. 

Sampoor Displacement and the background: 

People had lived in Sampoor with freedom and prosperity. Due to one bomb blast at Colombo, 

people were displaced, and left to  Veera Mahanagar. After one month, that village was subjected 

to  shelling.The villagers then moved to Lankapattinam, their third displacement.  



While they were in  Lankapattinam, the 

bridge to that village was destroyed by an 

aerial bomb, and  60-70 people were 

killed. The people then  moved on to 

Vakarai, traveling on foot and on 

bicycles. There was no other transport 

available. The LTTE did not allow them 

to travel along the road so at some stages 

they had to abandon their bicycles and 

walk through the jungle. Once they got to 

Vakarai,  they were subjected to more 

aerial bombing. Life here was very difficult. The  people then tried to leave, again, and move to  

Batticoloa. At the Welikanda army camp, some of them were arrested;  others were released.  By 

December 2006, the people from Sampoor were living as internally displaced persons (IPDs) in 

various camps in  Batticoloa, in Palameenmadu, Sahera, Sinhala Maha Vidyalaya, 

Sathurukondan, Kokkuvil, Palacholai, Navetkerni, Manjalthoduwa, Soukady, Eiyenkerney, 

Alankulam, and Vinayakpuram.  

 

The resettlement process: 

In the middle of 2007 the government 

began to organise a resettlement process 

without consultation with the villagers. 

there was some resistance because the 

villagers were not confident that it was safe 

to return. The people from Sampoor were 

told that they had to return to Trincomalee 

District if they wanted any resettlement 

support. The government began to pressure 

them, including by suspending the issue of 

food rations to people who refused to return.  

As one villager from Sampoor said: "We had some freedom at Batticaloa as we were lived close 

to Batticaloa town. Then the authorities asked us to return to Trincomalee. There was no 

consensus among the people about that. We told them "If you send us to our own village we will 

go, otherwise we do not want to go. But they sent the army and forced us to go back. At the first 

time they beat us and pushed us on to the buses, then the others followed with fear".  

‘They checked us at Verugal and took photos of us. They took us to  Chinnakulam and this was 

the place where we could stay. This is the same place that the government had earlier wanted to 

resettle people displaced by the HSZ. The people refused this at that time and refused it now. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the Kovils which is abandoned  in Sampoor 



They settled at Kattaiparichchan, close to Sampoor. The Divisional Secretary was not pleased 

and said they could not support this; so far no support has been given from 2007 onwards. People 

came to Kattaiparichchan and built their houses themselves’. 

The people told us: ‘In this kind of a hut, we can survive for only 6 months. But, now it is 2 1/2 

years and this is how we have been existing.. This is too bad. This is the kind of situation you 

find continue in our places’. 

The Government is not giving any support to these people and to these communities. The 

officials, they do not think about how to re-settle people with their consent. They don’t show any 

concern about the people’s issues. There is no humanitarian assistance at all. In Kilivetty camp, 

which is a transit camp where some people from Sampoor were temporarily re-settled, there was 

no water, no toilets.  It is an inhuman situation here. Humanity has been murdered here.  

What is the present situation of IDPs of Sampoor? 

Today, the people of Sampoor are displaced. Most of them have lived in 4 transit camps for 

displaced from Sampoor that are in Kilivetty, Pattiththidal, Manatchenai and Kattaparichchan  

for over 5 years, enduring immense hardship, humiliation and mental depression. Only a few 

have moved to live with families elsewhere. Some government officials have forced people from 

Sampoor to re-settle in Iralkulam and Iththikulam areas. While Sampoor abounds  in natural 

resources and there is easy access to water for agriculture, animal husbandry and fishing,,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the areas that have been proposed  for resettlement are entirely different. Iralkulam is marshy 

land, which floods and remains submerged for prolonged periods during the rainy season. There 

is not even 100 acres that is suitable for paddy cultivation. How would rice farmers who 

cultivated 1000 of acres of land resettle in an area where there is no land for rice farming? On the 

other hand in Iththikulam there is no water even when one digs 40-50 feet deep into the ground.   

Furthermore, there is no drinking water available for human use, leave alone for farming and 

agriculture. How could agriculture be carried out in such unsuitable conditions? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current details of Sampoor IDPs who are living in the welfare 

camps 

No Details Kilivetti Pattiththidal Manatchena

i 

Kattaiparichcha

n 

Total 

01. Number of families 614[584] 198[223] 61[70] 389[342] 1262 

02. Population 1872 671 224 1269 4036 

03. Widows 136 38 12 70 256 

04. Abandoned women 40 10 01 35 86 

05. Over 65 years old  99 37 15 250 401 

06. Students 450 168 75 225 918 

07. Nursery children  45 42 15 58 160 

08. Pregnant mothers 17 07 03 14 41 

09. Feeding mothers 50 30 15 42 137 

10. Disabled  31 08 06 02 47 

11. Parentless Children  08 10 06 07 31 

12. Permanent patients  29 08 06 09 52 

13. Famers families  109 20 20 105 234 

14. Animal husbandry  

 

86 32 05 57 230 

15. Fisher men 45 28 25 65 163 

16. Small job holders  191 38 16 71 316 

17. Labourers  71 30 18 34 153 

18. Government employees  74 21 02 43 140 

Source: Village Leaders Report December 2011, [NAFSO/ Praja Abhilasha Field Survey] 



The people of Sampoor who once owned thousands of acres of land have now become landless,  

and form part of the displaced communities of Sri Lanka. There is hardly any other place in the 

Muttur area where they could find suitable alternative land for resettlement.  In short, 

government authorities have forcibly grabbed the rich fishing and agricultural lands, forests and 

living habitat in Sampoor, without providing alternative arrangements for its displaced people. 

On 1 November 2007, the present Minister for Economic Development, Mr. Basil Rajapakse 

released a press statement claiming that not a single family has been removed from Sampoor, 

and that the  few people there were those who had been located  there for security purposes by 

LTTE cadres, and that such families could  not prove their ownership nor identify a single house 

which once belonged to them. This is a totally baseless statement because the community of 

people displaced from Sampoor have  lived in those lands for generations. 

The stand taken by Tamil politicians has also not been helpful to address the issues of the 

displaced people resident in the camps. The Parliamentarian of the area, who is also the leader of 

the Tamil National Alliance, MP Sambandan, is apparently not taking the issue seriously either. 

According to critical accusations by the displaced people of Sampoor, he and other Tamil 

politicians should take strong action including legal interventions, and mediate on behalf of their 

community. .  

India has already acquired the land for the coal power plant and the Special Economic Zone.  A 

foundation stone for the Coal power plant was laid on 6 September 2011 while Tamil politicians 

it is alleged are afraid to take any action, debate these injustices in parliament or talk with India 

on behalf of the mass of displaced and silenced people. 

 

What are the existing alternatives for the people? 

Today the dominant question posed by affected village communities of Sampoor is, if there is 

not a single paddy field of even 250 acres left in the entire Muttur area, how would the GOSL be 

able to provide 2,500 acres of cultivable paddy land  to replace the land captured from the 

displaced community? Meanwhile, more than 2,500 acres of their productive paddy land lies 

pathetically abandoned and isolated during and following the military offensive. As a result, 

more than 8,000 households composed of over 2,000 families have become unproductive, 

unoccupied and undeniably useless, suffering the detrimental consequences of displacement, 

desperation and abandonment while living herded together with those of their families and 

community who have  been spared death, within five of the military camp enclosures in the area. 

Thoduwankulam, Ilakkandai, Naiyandei, Velankulam, are areas where the displaced peoples 

were told they could go  for farming last November. This was too late. For paddy cultivation, 

they should have begun  work on the fields by October. There are about 140 people allocated to  

each  acre of land land. There are some people who owned more than one acre land who are 

compelled to share the  land with others. 



Important major educational institutes that have been affected in the area include the:  Sampoor 

Maha Vidyalaya, Sampoor Sri Murugan School, Kuniththivu Navalar College, and the 

Soodekkudah Parathi College.  It is further reported that an army camp has been established in 

the premises belonging to the Sampoor Maha Vidyalaya.  

A few of the other prominent study centers and Hindu temples (kovils) badly damaged or near 

demolished in Sampoor are: Sri Badrakali Ambal Kovil, Sampoor Vinayagar Kovil, Sampoor 

Arasady Vinayagar Kovil, Kuniththivu Vinayagar Kovil, Kuniththivu Vada Badrakali Ambal 

Kovil. The Soodaikkudah Mari Amman Kovil has been abandoned and lies in ruin. The well 

known Sampoor Sri Badrakali Amman Kovil has been bombed and destroyed; the Sampoor 

Naga Kovil has been demolished fully. 

The million dollar question then is, where in the world is there a country that would aim to 

implement a national development project while forcibly displacing 8000 people from their 

homes and their livelihoods., depriving their children of access to 5 schools in the nearby 

vicinity, and depriving people of access to 7 places  of religious worship (Kovils) without a plan 

that has been discussed and agreed upon with the affected communities and that would guarantee 

them a dignified life and livelihoods? Who would be held responsible for this wanton destruction 

of a community of our nation’s valuable citizens? Need it be their destiny as members of a 

minority community, who had the fortune to be born in an area rich with natural resources? Why 

should these innocent and hardworking people be held hostage because they fell under the 

pressure of the LTTE militants, who for a brief period happened to command control in the area? 

Kadatkaraichchenai- A. Raveendramurthi, Fisheries Coop. Chairman 

‘The tsunami of December 2004 affected our village. We just started to rebuild 38 houses in 

2005 when the war began. No houses were built at all. After the war, there were no houses 

available in the village. 310 families were resettled. There are another 48 families who need to be 

resettled.’ 

The name of the village, Kadaikarachchenai, means close to the shore. This is a fishing 

community. Now they are not allowed to fish because of HSZ restrictions. People need to get 

permits from the authorities in order to go into the sea. The authorities say, this is a security 

issue. Stake net fishery is allowed only in six places, and another 15 places have been allocated 

for them to do some fishing activity. They also don’t have any equipment for fishing Everything 

was lost during the displacement. They have also not been supported by many organizations.  

ZOA supplied 16 people with nets. Some animals were given to farmers. People are not happy 

with the role played by politicians. They ask if there is any politician who will help them.  The 

people say politicians come only when they need their votes. All are selfish and have no concern 

about the people's issues. 

‘We are long term, traditional fishermen. We were affected by tsunami and also by war. The 

tsunami also affected us and the government did not do anything. But other organizations and 

agencies did lot to support us. 



When the war came, everything was pushed under the carpet for a long time.  The 

Kadaikarachenai leader and we are fighting for fishing rights. The government is attacking us; 

they do not show any concern about our situation. 

It is only at Kadaikarachchenai that the Sampoor 

displaced have been able to get anywhere close to 

their original habitat. Other villagers cannot go 

back to their places.The people from Ilaikkandal 

were resettled at Veeramahanagar. There are 150 

families living in a forest area. Some people who 

went to Veeramahanagar got houses in  the same 

village. It took  3 years to build the houses. There 

are still half built houses in the village.  

 

Mr.Arumugam, the chair person, Nagara ha Kadawathsathara citizen committee of 

Trincomalee district. 

"We cannot talk to anyone about this situation.  We do not have a strong united citizen’s front to 

fight for the rights and the existing Citizens’ Committee is not strong enough to fight this."  

A Person preferred to be anonymous due to understandable reasons shared; 

"I am a Catholic by religion. Our priest told us that we will not be able to return to our own 

village. We trust God is with us. As the Bible says, people will go back to their original places as 

Moses brought his people to their own land. We do need a Moses to lead us". 

Thelocal government authorities that people could notmally appeal to in the case of injustices 

like these are also not able to help them. The Divisional Secretariat (Pradesheeya Sabha – PS), 

the Village Officer (Grama Sevaka – GS). The Navy commander has also stopped 

communicating with the Sampoor people. 

‘The District Secretary (Govenrment Agent – GA – the leading government official in the 

District) told us not to  talk about Sampoor with him. Then the people asked, "Tell us with whom 

we can talk, if not we can only talk to God". The GA invites us for meetings, but we have 

stopped going to them’.  

‘We don’t see anybody behaving as human beings. Everyone tries to gain something, earn 

something from us. Nobody is willing to talk to us frankly or offer us any help.  

What are the LLRC report recommendations on Sampoor People? 

The Lessons Learned and reconciliations Commission (LLRC) heard submissions about the 

situation of the people of Sampoor during the hearings it held in Mutur. 



In Paragraph 6.59 of its report, the LLRC mentions the fact that the High Security Zone had been 

reduced to 38 square kilometers and that 1,272 families were due to be displaced because of the 

Coal Power Plant and the Special Economic Zone. In Paragraph 6.98, the LLRC report mentions 

the need to formalize the demarcation of HSZs and provide alternative land or equivalent 

compensation to the displaced. In Paragraph 8.114, the report points out that 1,600 people are 

still living in the transit camp in Kiliveddy.  

In its recommendations, in Paragraph 9.142, the LLRC recommends that the HSZ be subject to 

review with a view to releasing more land to the people while keeping national security needs in 

perspective. Once again, it calls for alternative land and/or monetary compensation to be given to 

those families displaced by the creation of the HSZ.   

The LLRC recommends compliance with the UN Guiding Principles of Displacement and the 

UN Guiding Principles on Restitution of Land of the Displaced. 

What are NAFSO/ Praja Abhilasha Experiences with Sampoor people? 

NAFSO/ Praja Abhilasha (PA) has held a series of public meetings at the camps for Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Pattithidal and Kiliveddy. Building adequate trust between the PA 

team and the IDPs living in the camps was, and continues to be, a challenge. However, through 

the continuous and consistent efforts of our team, we have had some success; for example, some 

people from the Sampoor IDP community agreed to attend the Land Conference which was to be 

held in Colombo on 6
th

 September 2011.  

During our preliminary visits to the communities, we experienced some initial reluctance from 

the people, who were hesitant to come forward and take joint action against the injustices they 

face. However, once they were convinced about our genuine commitment and highest respect for 

the victimized community of IDPs, they agreed to work with the Land Coalition of PA/ NAFSO.  

The people have openly shared their reservations against politicians, especially Tamil politicians 

and specifically the leader of the TNA, for whom they had voted at the last general election. 

They also expressed utter frustration regarding the lack of political concern regarding their 

issues. They felt that the politicians would only come to them when they needed to collect votes 

for their benefit before elections, and would later forget all the issues and grievances of the 

people. 

Unfortunately, the Sampoor people could not attend the 6
th

 September meeting in Colombo as 

their vehicle met with an accident on the way; some of our colleagues suffered serious injuries as 

a result. Interestingly enough, September 6 was also the day on which the foundation stone for 

the Coal Power Plant at Sampoor was laid.  

Minister Basil Rajapakse had mentioned in Parliament, in October 2011,that the people of 

Sampoor could go back to their homes of origin as the government will return their land to them. 

This has given rise to new hopes. 



We need to work together to reach the goal of re-acquiring the land  and helping the community 

of people re-settle on their land in Sampoor. Although the route to such a goal is not easy, our 

coordinating Team at Praja Abhilasha join hands in firm solidarity and strength for all of the 

landless people of Sampoor. 

Organizations providing support to Sampoor people: 

IGOS: UNHCR- ( support for education through UNICEF funds), UNICEF, WFP 

NGOS: OFFER- JHAH related organization;  

GOVERNMENT: Provincial Council support for farmers; support from  Ministry of Livestock 

for self employment; from Agriculture Department, paddy, ground nuts, maize, seeds,  support 

for home gardens.  

Other supportive groups for the IDPs in Trincomalee: 

Civil Society organizations are present and providing some support to the IDPs. However, many prefer to 

remain anonymous due to fears of placing their work at risk  

 

The Thiru Murugandi Resettlement Process         

Date of Visit: 13th July 2012 

Thiru Murugandi was a border village during the war. There were 463 families lived in this 

village and their main livelihood was agriculture. Each family had two acres land for their 

agriculture purposes. During the final Eelam war the people of Murugandi village moved 

backward with the LTTE in September 2008. The route they traveled up to today has 

documented below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The displaced people from the Thiru Murugandi village, at MU 75 Grama Niladari division, at 

Oddusuddan Divisional Secretariat area of the Mullaithivu district, were resettled on 12 July 2012. The 

situation of newly resettled people, their livelihood issues, were observed during a recent Praja 

Abhilasha/NAFSO/RightsNow/PCHR field visit. 

 

19 families have attempted to resettle in their original dwellings in the same village. However 5 of 19 



families did not resettled in the original lands as they claimed the place where those houses are situated is 

now occupied by an army camp. These 5 families have therefore resettled in another temporary place 

saying they will be allowed to resettle permanently in their original dwellings within 3 months time 

period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those families have been  multiply displaced since 8th May 2009 and temporarily settled many times in 

different places. During the war they also had to migrated to several places on various occasions. The 

places they have sought refuge are; 

 

01) Vattakachchi                         02) Vishwamadu 

03) Sugandipuram                      04) PuthuMathalan 

05) Pokkanei                                06) MullaiVaikal 

07) Vattuwal                                08) MenikFarm 

 

At the Vattuval village they were taken into the custody of army forces and handed over to Menik Farm 

welfare camp just after the war. At that time several NGOs attended to their needs providing food and 

clothes. When they were living in Menik Farm their children had the opportunity to began their education.  

 

However at Thiru Murugandi village, there have been  numerous difficulties in accessing education of the 

children. The 19 families of Thiru Murugandi village had been engaged in masonry, carpentry and many 

other professions for their livelihoods.  Currently however they do not have any livelihood for their 

survival. This is due to the short time since they came back from Menik Farm and they have only just 

started to rebuild their lives. 

 

As the land has not been occupied for long period it has returned to a jungle like state and is now covered 

with bushes and forest. The people shared with the field team that the military forces are helping the 

people to clear the jungle and to put up temporary shelters. UNHCR has supported with some equipments 

such as Mammoty, knives, hammers, lanterns, threads, mattresses, tents, water cans, mosquito nets and 

basins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Army camp buildings are being located inside the Thirumurugandy village where rest of the families 

were lived before displaced  



 

The resettled area is covered with dust and currently suffering a heat wave. The water supply is the main 

problem in the Thiru Murugandi community  though the military supply drinking water bowser on a daily 

basis. Before the displacement these families had engaged in agriculture each having approximately a 1/2 

acre of land. However they now see that the war has dramatically changed their lives and they clearly see 

that their current hardships are due to the war. 

 

The NAFSO/Rights Now/ PCHR/Praja Abhilasha field team recommend that it is necessary to take 

appropriate action to assist the people to recover their lives and livelihoods; 

 Enhance the livelihoods capacities of the people and improve their professional skills, 

 Provide the necessary infrastructure facilities to the community, 

 Ensure immediate assistance to protect the people from rain, dust and heat with help to build up 

their permanent shelters, 

 Provide education facilities to the children and their families, 

All these measures will help the people's lives return to some kind of normalcy. 

However, the remaining 444 families of Thiru Murugandi village people do not have any hope yet. They 

are awaiting to come back to their village. The houses of those people are also inside the army camp. 

Many of those houses were not given because of this situation. Need proper attention and immediate 

action to resettle those families as earliest possible time. This is one way of focus attention of authorities 

to resettlement of the war displaced community. 

 

Places of Concern on Muslim returnees:          Field Visit 4: Moor Street, Jaffna district 

Date: 11.07.2012 

 

1. Moor Street ,                           

2.Chavakachcheri, 

3. Velanai,                               

4.PointPedro, 

5. Nagadeepa, [Nainathivu] 

  
 

  The first field 

observations were at the above 

stated villages in the Jaffna 

Divisional Secretariat area. A 

substantial minority of the 

population in these areas are Muslims. The majority population is this area is Tamil.     

In 1990, when the Muslim were evicted from Jaffna, there were 5000 Muslim families living in the 

area amongst 12,000 Tamil households. However it is now reported that the number of families has 

increased to 8,000 and the total number of households to 20,000.    
During the war Muslim people were forcibly evicted and migrated to Putlam District and many other 

areas. Up until now 2392 Muslim families have been registered in Jaffna. During their displacement 



these families were moved from place to place such as Putlam, Anuradhapura, Colombo and 

Negombo areas. However their original settlements are situated in Jaffna. A number of families have 

permanently settled in Putlam but generally the People complain that there seems to be no standard 

policy to resettle people after the war. 
 
According to the information received from Jaffna Civil Society for Equality [JCSE](1), the World 

Bank has given Rs. 375,000 for each of the 300 families due for resettlement in 2009.   

Moor Street, Jaffna Divisional Secretariat area.  

                In 1990, when Muslim families were forcefully evicted, the number of families in the Moor 

street was around 500. However there are around 650 families living in the area today. It is important 

to report that although 100  families have been resettled in their own land none of them have a 

permanent house.  There are altogether 3311 households living in Moor street and most of them are 

living in a land which belongs to the Mosque.   

 

The people in the New Moor Street:  

 23 out of 650 Muslim families are  living in the camp at Moor Street . These people returned to 

this land on 14 December 2009, getting the relevant passes from the authorities. They did not get 

any land though but settled in land belonging to the mosque. The total land covered is 100 

perches. At the beginning 23 families were returned to the land but due to the difficulties of 

resettling without adequate support 11 families left the place and only 12 families are living in 

the 1st Street of New Moor Street today.   

The situation of the First Street Camp: 

  The land where the First Street Camp is situated is dusty and is currently experiencing 

very high heat levels. Hence it is a difficult place to live. People are living in temporary shelters 

made and covered with tin sheets, cadjan, and tent cloth. The residents do not feel secure and the 

land is situated close to the Muslims cemetery. People also complained that the land is inundated 

during the rainy season. The gap between the houses is also limited and no water facilities are 

provided for the people. Only two lavatories are provided in one lane.  

 



During the time of displacement these people survived with various types of livelihoods. 

However now the resettle people do not engage in any regular permanent employment. Instead 

now many of the people are surviving from a host of different types of temporary work. Some 

earn something for their living by providing meals to the university students. Many of the 

resettled families earn some daily wages through general labouring activities. At the same time, 

some people are living by selling cows and goats for meat. Collecting and selling iron and metals 

is another source of income for those families. As a whole there is little or no assistance provided 

to support livelihoods regeneration after their resettlement. Some minor assistance has been 

provided by richer Muslim businessmen in the recent past.  These are the meager ways the 

families of this area survive.  

There is no big issue regarding education and religious activities as the mosque is situated in a 

nearby area and there are teachers as well as schools in the area. The big issue is the economic 

difficulties families face in sending their children to school. The security of the children and 

women does seem to be ensured. No cases of child abuse or rape have been reported so far in this 

area, which is a very positive when compared with many other places in the country.  

 

The relationship between the camp and military forces:   

 During the 1990-95 period, the mosque and its properties were controlled by LTTE. In 1995 the mosque 

was captured by the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) military forces. During the period of 1995-2003 

the land came under the GOSL military control and the Moor street mosque was finally released from 

GOSL contol in 2011. There was no conflict reported between GOSL military forces and the Muslims of 

this area and nothing reported recently. 

 

The serious for the people of this area is housing. This is mainly due to the number of families. The 

population of the area has increased considerably during this period. The number of families even 

increased during the displacement period. The new families expect new land for housing and resettlement 

and this is where a key problem lies. 

 

 The people living in Muslim areas, Moor street and other areas in Jaffna, are gravely concerned at the 

indifference shown for them them by the administrative officials. A key complaint is that the majority 

Muslim areas do not receive equal treatments to others. Civil society activists have condemned this 

situation and demanded just and equal acceptance of all the displaced and resettled people as citizens of 

Sri Lanka.   

 

When we report some of the grievances of the Muslim community there are as follows; 

"There are lot of people coming from NGOs and external groups, collect information of the 

displaced and recent resettled people. Some of them have received boats, engines, nets, 

bicycles and even tractors. But, there is nothing received by Muslims. " 
 

"There is a big problem of Jaffna divisional secretary. He is Mr. Devindram Subabharathi. 

We do not have any problem from the government or the military forces. Our only problem is 

the divisional secretary." 
 



"We need permit to transport a cow from one section to another section of Jaffna. We cannot 

transport a goat. We want this divisional secretary to transfer from here. But it is not 

happening. May be he has political backing. " 

 
"It is only the minister Rishak Badurdeen gave us something for our living. Even, the other 

minister in Jaffna, Douglas Devananda do not help us. We know the government services are 

weak. However, we cannot do anything going against the government." 
 

"There are lot of Tamils who conduct research and survey work on IDP resettlers. There is 

no point to write or speak to the government." 

 

Communication between the Camps and the outer society:  

           Between the people in the camps and their distant community members now living in 

Negombo and Puttlam relationships are maintained and close communication is regular. However the 

team observed that there are some misunderstandings between religious groups.  Some civil society 

activists claimed that Christian priests are hurriedly buying the lands which formerly belonged to 

Muslims. Once bought the lands are resettled with Christians families.   

Overall Demands of the People:    

  The main demand expressed by the people is that their their original land be returned to them 

immediately resettlement is implement. Additionally they feel that as their Muslim communities have 

been living for a long period in Jaffna, their residency should be recognized by respecting their 

rights. A standard set of principles on resettlements should be applied to them as to other needy 

groups. With this in place many felt that their basic requirements could be met. Through the 

reconciliation process programs to build harmony and coexistence between Tamil and Muslim 

communities, living in Jaffna, should be set in place and this would be immeasurably aided by 

provision of essential infrastructure facilities. As one key step in the right direction the people 

demand some Muslim officials to be appointed to the administrative area. Government should 

provide state land for those who are landless.  As the Muslim religious season call "NOMBI" 

(Ramadan) begins soon, they also expect some assistance to celebrate this too.   

Some other Muslim areas of People resettled after War:   

Chavakacheri : There are 85 muslim families registered as returnees though this number is very low 

compared to early population levels.  During the war these Muslim people have sold their lands and 

the returnees are now living in a temporary shelters adjacent to the newly railway track under 

construction. This will also lead to another issue as most, if not all, these returnees will be displaced 

again due to railway track construction. According to the JCSE representative, the people are living 

in a tense situation fearing further displacement; a new threat to their lives.   

Velanai : A small number of displaced people have returned to this area. Most of the displaced 

Muslims had also sold their lands during the war. People are living in a small piece of land belonging 

to the Mosque and this is also a temporary arrangement. People do not have any ownership of the 

land and presently they are living temporarily in old buildings. The main source of income is fishing 

and the rearing cows for the community. 



 

Nagadeepa : It is reported that 1/3 of the originally registered number of people have been resettled 

their own lands again.  But they do not have any house so far. As the JCSE claim, the majority 

among the displaced community has not been returned to the village so far. 

 

No Names of Areas Registered families Arrived families  

01 Moor Street 2150 650 

02 Savakatchery 85 10 

03 Velanai 45 15 

04 Nagadeepa 112 35 

 

Case Study : F. Janzia and A. M. Fasmil - A Family at 1st Street of Moor Street Muslim  

  The F.Janzia and A.M. Fasmil‘s family is living in 1st Street of Moor street in Jaffna with 

their two children. They live with much hardships and difficulties since their return to Jaffna. Before 

their displacement the father of the family, Fasmil was a technician and earned a decent living wiring 

houses. He lost his job due to the displacement. Fasmil then began collecting abandoned iron and 

selling it, visiting from house to house. Janzia is the mother of the family and works looking after the 

home taking care of children in their temporary shelter, a tent. The oldest child is 5 years old and the 

youngest is 9 months old.  

Fatima Hasara is the 9 month old baby and was cured recently of a kidney complaint.  Janzia says 

that the doctors have directed the family to leave the place immediately as the dirty environment 

caused her daughter to become ill.  Doctors recommended the family leave the place after a home 

visit to assess the family's living conditions during which they warned of contamination.   

They shifted their home to a new place and rented a house for short period. However, due to 

economic hardships they could not continue there and have returned to their place of origin which is 

an unsanitary area.   

The heat in the hut is unbearable and the overall dirty environment causes to serious difficulties for 

both the children and elders. This situation is the norm for most of the huts in the Moor street camp.    

Our team strongly recommends that serious attention should be given by all concerned with assisting 

these returnees to live in a decent living conditions. They are all citizens of the country and their right 

to receive basic facilities, enjoyed by others in the society, should be respected. 

 

 



A Story of Displaced people in Sri Lanka   

 

settlement jargon about the people of Mullikkulam Whither 

Reconciliation and Peace in Sri Lanka  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A team of concerned citizens recently visited the people of Mullikulam, who were displaced by the war, 

and who are now living at Marichchikattu village in Musali. We could not believe our eyes. Were we 

visiting a re-settlement village for the Mullikulm people or was this a place where pilgrims were living 

under trees during a pilgrimage to a place of worship? Could this be a true picture of the situation of our 

fellow citizens who, according to what we are told, are being resettled in many parts of the country that 

were affected by the war? We heard that one FM radio station had broadcast the news that the Mullikulam 

people have been resettled with government support. But is what we saw in Marichchikattu the true story 

about the resettlement of war affected people of our country? It is important to see the realities of the 

resettlement schemes of the country, since various diplomats and foreign delegates visit these so-called 

resettled communities.  

 

Who are the Mullilklam People ?  

MULLIKULAM VILLAGE IS LOCATED IN THE MUSALI DIVISIONAL SECRETARIAT AREA, 

IN MANNAR DISTRICT IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCE OF SRI LANKA. THE FIRST SETTLERS 

OF MULLIKULAM VILLAGE CAN BE TRACED BACK TO 1800 A.D. THEY ARE 100% TAMIL 

BY ETHNICITY AND OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH. AGRICULTURE AND FISHING ARE THEIR 

PRIMARY MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD. PEOPLE HAVE PERMANENT TITLE DEEDS FOR 

AGRICULTURAL LANDS, MAINLY PADDY FIELDS. THE VILLAGE CONSISTS OF UP TO 1200 



ACRES OF LAND. THESE FIELDS ARE RAIN FED THROUGH 5 TANKS AND WATER 

PROVIDED WITH MAJOR IRRIGATION SCHEMES. THERE IS ONE TANK IN THE VILLAGE. 

FISHING WAS THE OTHER MAJOR OCCUPATION FOR MOST OF THE VILLAGERS. THE 

BRUTAL WAR THAT LASTED FOR THREE DECADES CAUSED SERIOUS DAMAGE TO 

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS OF THE 

MULLIKULAM COMMUNITY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISPLACEMENT OF THE MULLIKULAM PEOPLE HAPPENED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 

1990. THEY WERE DISPLACED TILL 2002, WHEN THE MOU (THE PEACE AGREEMENT) WAS 

SIGNED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA AND THELIBERATION TIGERS OF 

TAMIL EELAM (LTTE). THEY RETURNED TO MULLIKULAM, BUT WERE ABLE TO LIVE 

THERE FOR A PERIOD OF ONLY FIVE YEARS. THEY WERE DISPLACED AGAIN IN 2007. 

WHEN THE FINAL WAR BEGAN, THE GOVERNMENT’S MILITARY APPROACHED THE 

PEOPLE AND ASKED THEM TO VACATE THEIR HOMES IMMEDIATELY, WITHOUT TAKING 

ANYTHING WITH THEM. THE PROMISE WAS GIVEN TO THEM THAT THEY COULD RETURN 

HOME WITHIN THREE DAYS. THIS WAS THE JUSTIFICATION FOR ASKING THEM NOT TO 

REMOVE ANY OF THEIR BELONGINGS. ON THE 7TH SEPTEMBER 2007, THEY VACATED 

THEIR HOUSES WITH EMPTY HANDS. SINCE THEN, FOR NEARLY FIVE YEARS, 

THEY HAVE LIVED IN MANY PLACES AROUND MANNAR. THERE WERE MORE THAN 400 

FAMILIES LIVING IN MULLIKULAM WHEN THEY WERE EVICTED. MOST OF THEM MOVED 

TO THALVUPADU, VALKEIPETRANKANDAL, THALAIMANNAR, NANATTAM, 

MADUKKARAI; SOME ALSO LIVED IN MANNAR TOWN . THEY ATTEMPTED TO GET BACK 

TO THEIR OWN HOUSES WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE BISHOP OF MANNAR, THE PARISH 

PRIEST OF SILAVATURAI AND OTHER PRIESTS OF THE DIOCESE, TALKING TO MANY 

OTHER OFFICIALS INCLUDING THE DISTRICT SECRETARY, THE DIVISIONAL SECRETARY 

AND THE NAVY AREA COMMANDERS ETC. FINALLY, THE BISHOP OF MANNAR 

TOGETHER WITH OTHER BISHOPS APPROACHED THE PRESIDENT, EXPECTING TO FIND A 

SOLUTION. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THE VILLAGERS WHOM THE NAFSO TEAM MET 

AT MULLIKULAM, THERE WAS NO POSITIVE RESPONSE EXCEPT THAT THE SECRETARY 

TO THE DEFENSE MINISTRY AGREED TO VISIT THE PLACE AND FIND A SOLUTION. THAT 

WAS IN FEBRUARY 2012. UNTIL TODAY THERE IS NO SUBSTANTIAL RESPONSE RECEIVED 

BY THE COMMUNITY TO THEIR GRIEVANCES. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why there is no resettlement for Mullikulam People?  

IN MULLIKULAM AREA, THERE IS A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A NAVAL BASE WHICH 

NEEDS 1000 HECTARES. THIS WAS REPORTED IN THE SINHALA WEEKLY, RAVAYA. THE 

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE TO THIS IS VERY REASONABLE.  

"LET THE MILITARY USE OUR LAND EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE OUR TITLE DEEDS TO 

THOSE LANDS. AFTER USING THE REQUIRED AREA, THEY CAN ALLOW US TO LIVE IN 

THE REST OF OUR VILLAGE. AS MUCH AS WE CAN, WE WILL LIVE IN THE REMAINING 

HOMES", SAYS A COMMUNITY LEADER WHO PREFERRED NOT TO BE NAMED. THE 

REASON BEHIND WHY THE AUTHORITIES DO NOT ALLOW PEOPLE TO GET BACK TO 

THEIR ORIGINAL VILLAGE IS NOT KNOWN AND HAS NOT BEEN REVEALED  

LAST YEAR, IN SEPTEMBER, THE PEOPLE OF MULLIKULAM HOPED TO BE ABLE TO 

CELEBRATE THEIR CHURCH FEAST, WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE AUTHORITIES. THIS 

ANNUAL CELEBRATION IS A KEY EVENT IN THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE. AT THE 

BEGINNING THEY WERE TOLD THAT IT WOULD BE PERMITTED; LATER ON, THEY WERE 

TOLD THIS PERMISSION WAS WITHDRAWN, DUE TO SECURITY REASONS. THIS IS A 

CLEAR VIOLATION OF THE SOCIAL, CULTURAL, ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. AT THE END, THE ONLY TIME THEY HAVE GOT THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A MASS CELEBRATED WAS DURING THE RECENT ORDINATION 

OF THE VILLAGE PRIEST. IN WHAT WAYS HAVE THE PEOPLE ATTEMPTED TO REGAIN 

THEIR OWN LAND?  

 

MULLIKULAM PEOPLE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO REGAIN THEIR LAND AND HOMES IN 

MANY WAYS. NONE OF THESE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL. THEY APPROACHED ALL 

POSSIBLE POLITICIANS INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT; THEY ALSO APPROACHED ALL 

POSSIBLE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS INCLUDING THE GOVERNMENT AGENT (GA, ALSO 

KNOWN AS THE DISTRICT SECRETARY) OF MANNAR, THE DIVISIONAL SECRETARY OF 

MUSOLI, NAVY COMMANDERS IN THE DISTRICT, THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

MINISTRY, UNHCR, AND CHURCH LEADERS. THEY ORGANIZED A PEACEFUL MARCH IN 

MANNAR TOWN, AND ATTENDED MANY MEETINGS IN THE SOUTH TO EXPRESS THEIR 

GRIEVANCES AND SEEK THE SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT OF CONCERNED SOUTHERN 

PARTNERS.HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO SINGLE RESPONSE RECEIVED FROM THE 

AUTHORITIES, GIVING THEM THE SIGNAL THAT THEY COULD RESETTLE IN THEIR OWN 

VILLAGE. HOW LONG MUST THEY CONTINUE WITH THIS PATHETIC LIFE? THEY HAVE 

APPROACHED THE BISHOP OF MANNAR AND, THROUGH HIM, THE GA OF MANNAR AND 

OTHER HIGHER OFFICIALS TO FIND A SOLUTION. THE RESPONSE THEY HAVE RECEIVED 

FROM THE AUTHORITIES HAS BEEN: "MULLIKULAM PEOPLE CANNOT RETURN TO THEIR 

ORIGINAL PLACES."  



BUT NO SUBSTANTIAL REASON HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THEM FOR THIS DECISION.IN THE 

MEANTIME, THEY HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO RESETTLE IN NEIGHBORING VILLAGES. IN 

A MEETING, THE ADDITIONAL GA OF MANNAR SAID: "MULLIKKULAM PEOPLE CAN GO 

AND RESETTLE NEAR MULLIKKULAM."  

AFTER SO MANY ATTEMPTS, AND SUCH A LONG PERIOD OF DISPLACEMENT, PEOPLE 

ARE TIRED OF ALL THE BURDENS. THEY MADE UP THEIR MINDS TO FACE THE 

SITUATION, AND DECIDED TO GO BACK TO THE VILLAGES CLOSEST TO MULLIKULAM 

WHICH ARE MANANGKADU AND PERIYAKULAM. HOWEVER, SO FAR THEY HAVE NOT 

BEEN ALLOWED TO RE-SETTLE EVEN THERE, IN THE WAY THAT THEY HAD EXPECTED. 

RATHER, THEY HAVE BEEN FORCED TO LIVE UNDER THE TREES OF THE THICK FOREST 

IN MARICHCHIKATTU, FACING DAILY THREATS AND DANGER FROM WILD ELEPHANTS 

AND OTHER WILDLIFE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final solution: People agreed to settle in neighboring village of Manangkadu  
 

"THERE WAS NO CHOICE FOR US OTHER THAN TO COME TO THIS PLACE. WE CAN'T BE A 

BURDEN TO THE FAMILIES WHO WERE HELPING US FOR MORE THAN FIVE YEARS. SO WE 

DECIDED TO SETTLE AT THIS PLACE LAST FRIDAY, 15TH JUNE 2012. WE NEED TO BUILD 

OUR LIVES AGAIN, AFTER THIRTY YEARS. SO WE DECIDED TO COME TO 

MARICHCHIKATTU AT THIS POINT, WITH THE AIM OF SETTLING AT MANANGKADU 

VILLAGE WHICH IS A NEIGHBORING VILLAGE OF MULLIKULAM," SAID ANOTHER 

COMMUNITY LEADER WHO ALSO PREFERRED TO REMAIN UN-NAMED DUE TO 

UNDERSTANDABLE REASONS.  

ON OUR VISIT, WE FOUND 80  FAMILIES WITH 125 INDIVIDUALS ‘SETTLED’ UNDER TREES 

WITHOUT A TENT OR TARPAULIN WHICH IS USUALLY PROVIDED BY THE UNHCR FOR 

SUCH DISPLACED COMMUNITIES IN THE PAST. BY NOW THERE ARE 214 FAMILIES WITH 

752 INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE COME TO THE MARICHCHIKATTU JUNGLE AND ARE 

LIVING HERE WITHOUT ANY FACILITIES.  

"MOSQUITOES ARE EVERYWHERE. THERE ARE ALSO WILD ELEPHANTS. WE CAN’T SLEEP 

AT NIGHT. WE DO NOT HAVE ANY PEACE IN OUR LIVES, EVEN THOUGH WE CAME HERE 

IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD THE FUTURE OF OUR CHILDREN. WE WERE GIVEN TO 

UNDERSTAND THAT UNLESS WE CAME HERE, EVEN WITH THESE DIFFICULTIES, WE MAY 

NOT GET ANYWHERE ELSE TO SETTLE AFTER THIS. WE WERE IN FEAR OF LOSING 

EVERYTHING" SAYS WINIFREEDA CROOS, A FISHERWOMAN WHO BELONGS TO THE 

FIRST BATCH OF SETTLERS. 



HOW DO THEY SURVIVE WITHOUT HAVING ANY PROTECTION IS ONE OF THE ISSUES TO 

ADDRESS. THE NAVY IS HELPING THEM; HOWEVER, THEY NEED PROTECTION FROM 

WILD ANIMALS, AND FROM MOSQUITOES WHICH CARRY DISEASES SUCH AS MALARIA 

AND DENGUE.  

"WE ARE REALLY UNFORTUNATE PEOPLE. THE UNHCR EXPECTED A SIGNATURE FROM 

THE MUSALI DIVISIONAL SECRETARY IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE. BUT, HE 

REFUSED TO SIGN THE LETTER SAYING WE HAD BYPASSED HIM AND GONE TO HIGHER 

AUTHORITIES AND OTHER PEOPLE. WHAT CAN WE DO? WE APPROACH ANYONE WHO 

CAN HELP US. OUR OWN DS IS TREATING US LIKE THIS," A COMMUNITY MEMBER 

STATED.  

PEOPLE ARE LIVING UNDER THE TREES WITHOUT EVEN A TENT TO COVER THEIR 

HEADS. HOW LONG WILL THE CITIZENS OF SRI LANKA, THE AUTHORITIES, AND 

POLITICIANS FORGET THEM AND TURN A BLIND EYE TO THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS 

COMMUNITY? THIS IS THE MILLION RUPEE QUESTION IN FRONT ALL OF US.  

 

What is the Southern religious leaders’ response to the situation?  

 

"I WAS SHOCKED TO SEE THIS SITUATION. I MUST HAVE SINNED, FOR ME TO SEE ALL 

THESE SUFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE HERE IN MULLIKULAM. WHAT IS THE CRIME THESE 

PEOPLE COMMITTED, THAT THEY HAVE TO LIVE UNDER THE TREES LIKE ANIMALS? ALL 

THESE PEOPLE ARE BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF OUR SOCIETY. WE ALL HAVE SERIOUS 

RESPONSIBILITY TO LOOK AT THE SITUATION CRITICALLY AND TO HELP THEM. WE 

SHOULD BE ASHAMED TO SEE THESE PEOPLE LIVING LIKE THIS. THEY SHOULD GET 

BACK THEIR VILLAGE...WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE FUTURE, WHEN THEY LIVE HERE, 

AND SEE THEIR PROPERTIES (HOUSES, PADDY LANDS AND ALSO THE SEA) IN THE 

HANDS OF THE NAVY?" VEN BUDDHIYAGAMA CHANDRARATHANA THERO, A BUDDHIST 

MONK WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE FIELD VISIT TEAM SHARED HIS UTTER 

FRUSTRATION WITH US.  

 

   THERE IS ANOTHER SERIOUS QUESTION REMAINING AMONG US AT THIS POINT. 

PEOPLE HAVE BEEN GIVEN LAND IN AN AREA WHERE THE LAND BELONGS TO THE 

FORESTRY DEPARTMENT. ALSO, MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY TOLD US THAT THE 

LAND THAT THEY HAVE CLAIMED FOR THEIR SETTLEMENTS ARE A PART OF THE 

BUFFER ZONE CREATED BY THE FORESTRY DEPARTMENT. THUS, THERE SHOULD BE 

SOME WRITTEN GUARANTEE AND OFFICIAL CLEARANCE BY THE FORESTRY 

DEPARTMENT THAT WILL ALLOW THESE PEOPLE TO SETTLE ON THIS LAND AND BUILD 

THEIR HOMES AND ENGAGE IN LIVELIHOODS THERE WITHOUT FEAR OF ANOTHER 

DISPLACEMENT. THE NAVY, WHICH CONTROLS THE AREA, ALLOWED THE PEOPLE TO 

GO TO MULLIKKULAM CHURCH AND TO ENGAGE IN FISHING ACTIVITIES IN THE SEA. 

BUT IF PEOPLE DO NOT HAVE WHAT THEY NEED IN ORDER TO GO TO SEA, THEY NEED 

TO START FROM POINT ZERO IN TERMS OF LIVELIHOODS. WHEN THEY WERE EVICTED 

FROM THE VILLAGE, THEY WERE ASKED NOT TO CARRY ANYTHING AND TO VACATE 

THE VILLAGE WITHIN 24 HOURS. ALL THEIR FISHING GEAR AND EQUIPMENT WAS LEFT 

BEHIND ALONG WITH THEIR OTHER BELONGINGS. SO, TODAY, EVEN ONCE THEY HAVE 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO GO BACK TO SEA, THERE IS NOTHING LEFT WITH THEM TO 

ACTUALLY ENABLE THAT TO HAPPEN.  

 

"FISHING IS OUR MAIN OCCUPATION AND WE WANT TO GO BACK TO THE SEA FOR 

FISHING. BUT, WE NEED BASIC EQUIPMENT TO RE-START OUR LIVELIHOODS. WE DO 

NOT HAVE EVEN A NET OR A CATAMARAN TO GO TO THE SEA. SO, WE EXPECT SOME 

ASSISTANCE TO REVIVE OUR LIVELIHOODS," SAYS MR. FRANCIS JOSEPH, A LEADER 

AMONG THE FISHERMENIN THE MULLIKULAM COMMUNITY.  



ALSO THE FRUSTRATED VOICES OF THE YOUTH IN THE COMMUNITY SENDS AN 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO THE WHOLE SOCIETY. WHEN THE CULTIVABLE LAND IS 

ALREADY THERE IN THE VILLAGE OF MULLIKULAM, WITH AN EXTENT OF 1200 ACRES 

OF PADDY LAND, WHY ARE WE FORCED TO GO BEHIND VARIOUS PEOPLE LIKE 

BEGGARS? WHAT IS THE JUSTICE WE CAN EXPECT FROM THIS SOCIETY? 

" THEY HAVE CAPTURED OUR PADDY FIELDS, OUR FISHING EQUIPMENT, OUR COAST 

AND OUR ANCHORAGE POINTS. WE DO NOT HAVE ANY INCOME. WE ARE JOBLESS AND 

SURVIVING IN HUNGER. THOSE ARE OUR PROPERTIES. WHAT IS THE REASON FOR NOT 

ALLOWING US TO CARRY ON WITH OUR OWN OCCUPATION? WHAT IS THE CRIME WE 

COMMITTED?"  

A YOUTH SPOKE WITH US WITH ANGER AND HATE. WE CANNOT IMAGINE WHERE THIS 

ANGER WILL BE ANCHORED ULTIMATELY. THIS IS HOW THE NORMAL PEOPLE FEEL 

ABOUT THEIR OWN SITUATION.  

DURING THIS RESETTLEMENT PROCESS, THE THOTTAVELI PARISH PRIEST REV. NEHRU, 

SILAVATHTHURAI PARISH PRIEST REV. RASANAYAGAM, AND NASFO DISTRICT 

COORDINATOR SUNESH CROOS WERE WITH THE COMMUNITY ALL THE TIME. THEY 

HAVE HELPED THE PEOPLE FROM THE TIME THEY ARRIVED TO THE PLACE UNTIL NOW.  

HOWEVER, THESE PEOPLE ARE LIVING WITHOUT ANY BASIC FACILITIES. THE NAVY 

ERECTED TWO TOILETS AND HAS PROVIDED ONE WATER TANK WHICH IS FILLED WITH 

DRINKING WATER ON A DAILY BASIS. BUT THE PEOPLE’S REQUEST IS FOR HELP TO RE-

BUILD THEIR LIVELIHOODS. THEY NEED FISHING BOATS, NETS, ENGINES, LAMPS, 

WATER CANS, MOSQUITO NETS, DRY RATIONS, KEROSENE AND OTHER BASIC 

MATERIALS FOR LIVING AND WORKING.  

"WE CANNOT IMAGINE WHY THESE PEOPLE CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO GO BACK TO 

THEIR OWN VILLAGE, WHERE HOUSES AND ALL THE BASIC FACILITIES ARE ALREADY 

THERE. IT IS UNBEARABLE DISCRIMINATION, WITHOUT ANY REASON, THAT THEY ARE 

NOT ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THEIR ORIGINAL PLACES. THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD 

THINK TWICE BEFORE THEY IMPLEMENT THIS TYPE OF DECISION, FOR PEOPLE WHO 

WERE SO BADLY AFFECTED BY A BRUTAL WAR. THEY SHOULD ALSO BE GAINING THE 

DIVIDENDS OF PEACE IN THE COUNTRY, AS IS BEING PROCLAIMED DAILY BY THE 

POLITICIANS," STATED REV. FR. SARATH IDDAMALGODA, A HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST 

AND MEMBER OF THE TEAM.  
 

What do the recommendations of the Lessons Learned and Reconciliation 

Commission (LLRC) recommendations say? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tamil and Muslim families who lost land due to HSZs  
6.13. In the Mannar district's Mullikulam village, (Musali DS Area) 150 
families have been displaced due to a newly created Navy installation. The 
Bishop of Mannar informed the  
Commission that occupation of land by the military should be an act of last 
resort, and in  
each such case of land loss, alternative lands should be given in consultation 
with the  
affected families. With the establishment of peace, most people yearn to 
return to their  
land. 



THE CASE OF DISPLACEMENT OF PEOPLE FROM THE VILLAGE OF MULLIKULAM WAS 

REFERRED TO SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE LLRC HEARINGS, IN PARTICULAR DUE TO 

THE INCLUSION OF THIS ISSUE IN THE SUBMISSION MADE BY THE BISHOP OF MANNAR. 

IN THE LLRC REPORT, IT IS CLEARLY STATED THAT THE COMMISSION RECEIVED 

INFORMATION FROM THE DEFENSE MINISTRY REGARDING THE CREATION OF A NAVAL 

BASE IN THE MULLIKULAM AREA, AS THE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS FROM CHAPTER 6 OF 

THE FINAL LLRC REPORT, FOCUSING ON ‘LAND ISSUES: RETURN AND RESETTLEMENT’ 

SHOW: 

6.39 ACCORDING TO THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, MANNAR, IN THE MUSALI DIVISIONAL 

SECRETARY AREA IN  

MANNAR DISTRICT, 1,320 PERSONS BELONGING TO 307 FAMILIES,39 INCLUDING 166 

FAMILIES FROM MULLIKULAM VILLAGE HAVE BEEN DISPLACED DUE TO THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A NAVAL INSTALLATION. ON A REQUEST MADE BY THE BISHOP OF 

MANNAR, NEW LAND HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED IN KAYAKULI VILLAGE IN THE SAME 

DIVISION FOR RESETTLEMENT OF DISPLACED FAMILIES IN MULLIKULAM. THE 

CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS AND THE GOVERNMENT AGENT MANNAR ARE 

COORDINATING ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION FOR FORMAL RELEASE OF LAND IDENTIFIED 

FOR THIS PURPOSE. IN THE MUSALI DS AREA, THE REMAINING 141 DISPLACED FAMILIES 

HAVE YET TO BE ALLOCATED LAND.  

 

6.63 THE COMMISSION HAS ALSO BEEN INFORMED THAT IN MANNAR, THE SRI LANKA 

NAVY IS OCCUPYING  

SOME LAND AREA IN THE MUSALI DIVISIONAL SECRETARY AREA FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

ESTABLISHING A NAVY INSTALLATION.66 THE GA, MANNAR, INFORMED THE 

COMMISSION THAT 307 FAMILIES INCLUDING 166 IN THE MULLIKULAM VILLAGE IN THE 

MUSALI DS DIVISION HAVE LOST LAND DUE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MILITARY 

(NAVAL) ESTABLISHMENT. FAMILIES IN MULLIKULAM HAVE AGREED TO ACCEPT 

ALTERNATE LAND IN KAYAKULI VILLAGE IN THE SAME DS DIVISION. THE 

GOVERNMENT AGENT, MANNAR, IS COORDINATING WITH THE CONSERVATOR OF 

FORESTS TO RELEASE THIS LAND FOR RESETTLEMENT. HOWEVER, NO ARRANGEMENTS 

HAVE STILL BEEN MADE TO ALLOCATE LAND TO THE BALANCE 141 FAMILIES IN THE 

MUSALI DIVISION.  

THE LLRC REPORT ALSO ENDORSES THE DECISION TO ASK THE MULLIKULAM 

VILLAGERS TO RESETTLE IN OTHER VILLAGES CLOSE TO THEIR ORIGINAL VILLAGE. IT 

QUOTES FROM SARAH PANTULIANO (UNCHARTERED TERRITORY, LAND CONFLICT AND 

HUMANITARIAN ACTION OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, NOVEMBER 2009): 

‘EVEN IN SUPPOSEDLY "POST CONFLICT" ENVIRONMENT, IT IS NOT A SIMPLE PROCESS 

FOR REFUGEES TO RETURN HOME……. THIS IS A COMPLEX ISSUE AND EVERY 

SITUATION IS DIFFERENT, CONFLICT IS A HIGHLY TRANSFORMATIVE PROCESS AND PRE-

WAR STATUS QUO CAN NEVER BE ESTABLISHED COMPLETELY EVEN IF THAT WERE 

DESIRABLE" ARTICLE 6.103 OF THE LLRC REPORT ENDORSES THIS, SAYING ‘THE ABOVE 

REASONING APPLIES WITH EQUAL FORCE TO THE POST CONFLICT SITUATION IN SRI 

LANKA AND THE COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATIONS TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THIS 

REALITY.  

 

ONE OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LLRC, IN THE CONCLUSIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS SECTION OF CHAPTER 6 OF THE LLRC REPORT, CALLS FOR 

ALTERNATE HOUSING TO BE FOUND AND COMPENSATION TO BE PAID TO VILLAGERS 

UNABLE TO RETURN TO THEIR PLACES OF ORIGIN DUE TO SECURITY REASONS:  



6.65 IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ALL FAMILIES WHO HAVE LOST LAND AND OR HOUSES 

PLACED WITHIN OFFICIALLY  

DECLARED HSZS, OR EVEN WITHIN SMALL PLOTS OF LAND LOCALLY IDENTIFIED AND 

USED FOR SECURITY PURPOSES BE FOUND ALTERNATE LANDS AS A MATTER OF 

UTMOST URGENCY AND THAT ANY COMPENSATION DUE TO THEM IS ALSO PAID 

PROMPTLY. TIMELY ACTION IN THIS REGARD WILL HAVE A SALUTARY IMPACT ON THE 

RECONCILIATION PROCESS.ANOTHER RECOMMENDATION CALLS FOR EXTENDED 

LIVELIHOOD ASSISTANCE TO RESETTLED COMMUNITIES:  

 

6.10 4: (4) THE COMMISSION, RECOMMENDS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WITH THE 

ASSISTANCE OF THE DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS EXTEND LIVELIHOOD ASSISTANCE TO 

‘NEW IDP’ FAMILIES AS NEEDED, ON AN AREA BY AREA BASIS FOR A LONGER PERIOD 

OF TIME THAN PLANNED, TO ENSURE FAMILY SUSTENANCE. THE COMMISSION IS 

PLEASED TO NOTE THAT IN SOME AREAS OF THE NORTHERN PROVINCE, THE 

LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT INITIATIVE HAS BEEN EXTENDED FROM THE ORIGINAL PERIOD 

OF 6 MONTHS TO 9 MONTHS. THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS FURTHER EXTENSION OF 

LIVELIHOOD ASSISTANCE INCLUDING SCHEMES FOR PROVIDING MICRO-CREDIT  

 

THE PEOPLE OF MULLIKULAM ARE ALSO CITIZENS OF SRI LANKA AND THEY SHOULD 

HAVE A SPACE TO LIVE IN PEACE AND HARMONY IN THE COUNTRY. THIS IS ESSENTIAL 

IF WE ARE TO MAKE THE TALK OF RECONCILIATION IN THE COUNTRY A REALITY. 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE LLRC REPORT THAT CAN GO A 

LONG WAY TOWARDS REBUILDING THEIR LIVES AND LIVELIHOODS, AND MAKING 

THEIR POSITION AS SRI LANKAN CITIZENS SECURE.  

THE SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT AND LEADING POLITICAL FIGURES IN THE 

GOVERNMENT REGULARLY MENTION THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LLRC 

RECOMMENDATIONS AS A PRIORITY. WE ARE WAITING TO SEE A BETTER FUTURE FOR 

ALL SRI LANKAN CITIZENS THROUGH THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNDERSTANDING AND 

CLOSE COOPERATION AMONG THE COMMUNITIES. WILL THE ACTIONS OF THE 

AUTHORITIES ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN? THE CASE OF THE MULLIKULAM PEOPLE IS 

ONLY ONE EXAMPLE OF THE DIFFICULTIES BEING FACED BY CITIZENS OF OUR 

COUNTRY. IN WHAT WAY CAN BROADER SRI LANKAN SOCIETY HELP THESE AFFECTED 

COMMUNITIES?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion: 

We expect the GOSL and UN Agencies engage in the resettlement schemes would consider all possible 

means to resettle all the internally displaced people with internationally recognized standards. UN guiding 

principles should be the base and we expect SL authorities to follow them. 

Point of departure: Guiding Principle 28 

“Competent authorities have the primary duty and responsibility to establish conditions, as well 

as provide the means, which allow internally displaced persons to return voluntarily, in safety and 

with dignity, to their homes or places of habitual residence, or to resettle voluntarily in another 

part of the country. Such authorities shall Endeavour to facilitate the reintegration of returned or 

resettled internally displaced persons.” 

“Special efforts should be made to ensure the full participation of internally displaced persons in the 

planning and management of their return or resettlement and reintegration.” 

In 24 May 2009, Asian Tribune reported that Government working on a plan to resettle IDPs 

within 180 days – Sri Lanka President.  

“President Mahinda Rajapaksa receiving UN Secretary General Bank Ki-moon assured UN 

Secretary General that the internally displaced persons will be settled within the shortest possible 

time.” 

As the Hindu reported, on Friday, 11 December 2009 All displaced Tamils will be resettled by 

January-end: Sri Lanka    

Pledged special government delegation to India in December 2009. 
,  The three-member delegation consisted of Senior Adviser to the President, Basil 

Rajapaksa; Secretary to the President, Lalith Weeratunga, and Defence Secretary 

Gotabhaya Rajapaksa. The troika is seen as an informal group set up by Sri Lankan 

President Mahinda Rajapaksa to interact on crucial issues with interlocutors from other 

countries and has travelled several times to New Delhi. 

All these pledges are to the most senior dignitaries to the world and we expected GOSL keep 

their word as promised. However, this is not a surprise to us as so far this has not been fulfilled 

fully. 

Because, we can see various places in many districts in the north and the east like Mullikulam, 

Sampur, Thiru Murugandi people are still living in displaced and need immediate attention and 

assistance for resettlement. At the same time some of the people are living in temporary shelters 



as their land has been under high security zone at Palali. As we mentioned in this report, people 

who are living in Velanai, Uduppitty, expect to return their homes as earliest with the lifting of 

the HSZ by the authorities.  

This is very important issue as there are thousands of people still living in temporary shelters, 

around 22 years since 1990. We expect situation of those people be considered and take 

measures immediately. 

At the same time the Muslim IDPs who were evicted from Jaffna, Mulaitivu and Mannar are still 

in their camps in Puttlam and many other places around the country. We have reported here the 

situation of returnees at Moor Street at Jaffna and there are thousands of others also still awaiting 

the assistance and backing of the GOSL to return their places of origin.  

In his visit to Sri Lanka in May 2009, UN Secretary General Bank Ki-moon pointed out that 

Government has to concentrate on three critical areas on IDP issue.  

1. Immediate humanitarian relief,  

2. Reintegration and reconstruction,  

3. Sustainable and equitable political solution in Sri Lanka. 

We as CSOs also urge GOSL to fulfill the pledges to the world and also stick to the report the GOSL 

released on Lessons Learned and Reconciliation Commission [LLRC].  

We expect GOSL will do the justice to all the IDPs with providing basic facilities to the people and 

assistance to their livelihoods with and protection for their safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


